i3o     JHE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
streams overflowed, the water spread out in a vas
sheet beneath the trees.
Not for forty years, it was said, had rain fallei
so abundantly. A great chena crop was assured
The more energetic began to talk of rice cultivation
now that the tank was full, and to regret the wam
of seed paddy. Then a rumour spread that the Gov-
eminent was going to make advances of seed, anc
at last one day the Korala Mahatmaya appeared ir
the village, and the rumour was confirmed. Promis-
sory-notes were signed; buffaloes were borrowed tc
turn up the soil of the fields; and at last, after
twelve years, the village again saw paddy standing
green in the water below their tank.
Silindu's family, principally owing to Babun, had
a large share in the prosperity which came to the
tillage from the wonderful chena and rice-crops.
Their store was full of kurakkan and millet and
rice. They were well fed, and even Silindu became
happy. After the return of Hinnihami he seemed
to change greatly. They were almost always to-
gether, and the fearlessness which she had shown
towards Punchirala, and which seemed to have
changed her suddenly from a child into a woman,
inspired him. The fear of evil overhanging him no
longe/ oppressed him. He worked with Babun
cheerfully in the chena and rice-fields: he began